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Message from the Mayor

This month we present the 2010/11 Annual Report official
extract. This important document shows how Council has
met its responsibilities towards our local community.

| have already participated in a number of Christmas events
across the City of Rockdale. | am reminded what a joyous
time this is and how wonderful it is to celebrate the festive
season with our family and with our community.

Communities also look after each other and | commend
those organisations that at this time of year, care for
community members who are doing it tough. Please help out
where you can this Christmas time.

| am reminded as we head towards a New Year, of the work
many volunteers do across our City. | recently attended
the Christmas party for the Volunteers of the Rockdale
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Meals Service. | thank those volunteers for their ongoing
dedication, some of whom have been serving our community
for up to 20 years.

Our local community has more to celebrate; my family is
looking forward to the New Year’s Eve fireworks at Brighton
Le Sands that Council organises as a family friendly event.

My fellow Councillors and | would like to wish everyone
a happy and safe Christmas and New Year. | am looking
forward to 2012 as we continue to grow and build on the
strengths of this great City.

Councillor Bill Saravinovski
Mayor



Welcome to Our New
General Manager

Meredith Wallace, Rockdale
City Council’s new

General Manager brings

30 years of experience in
Local Government to our
community. Her career has
spanned regional, medium
and large urban councils.

Chris Watson retired as General Manager on Friday 25
November. Chris started at Council in 1991 and worked

his way up to the job of General Manager. Chris said: “The
significant improvements to our City that | have withessed
could not be achieved without the dedication of the Councillors
and staff working together with our community to see our City
prosper”.

Meredith Wallace comes to us from Waverley Council,
bringing strong experience of working with the community to
improve the vibrancy and amenity of the local area.

“I am very excited about taking up the role of General
Manager at Rockdale City Council. | look forward to working
with the elected Council, staff and the community. Let us work
together to build on the strengths of our City and deliver the
ambitious programs and projects captured in our City Plan,”
Meredith said.

Mayor Bill Saravinovski said: “We welcome Meredith to the
City of Rockdale and we look forward to supporting her in
her role in continuing to build the City of Rockdale for our
residents, businesses and visitors”.
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2010/11 Statutory Annual Report

Council has published the Annual Report for 2010/11. This
highlights the work Council does in your local community.

This year’s Annual Report is the final report presented by
outgoing General Manager Chris Watson who recently retired.
“This Statutory Annual Report outlines the progress we have
made in meeting the strategic directions which have been set
in the adopted City Plan,” he said.

Mayor Bill Saravinovski said: “We look forward to a vibrant
future for the City of Rockdale, | am proud of what we have
accomplished”.

Full copies of the Annual Report can be viewed at our six
library branches, Council’s Customer Service Centre or on
Council’s website www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au




2010/11 ANNUAL REPORT - OFFICIAL EXTRACT

1. Awards

The 2010/11 year was significant, confirming Council as a
leader in its industry both at the State and National levels.
Council received a number of significant National and State
awards that showcased the commitment, engagement and the
level of excellence that exists within our organisation.

+

+ o+

Winner — Local Government and Shires Association
(LGSA) RH Dougherty Award for Innovation in
Communication for Council’s in-house video production.

Winner — Local Government category at the State and
National Customer Service Excellence Awards

Bronze Category Award - 2010 Australian Business
Excellence Awards in recognition of our continuous
improvement journey to date.

Certification of Council’'s Customer Service Management
Systems to the National Standards.

Re-certification of Council’s Integrated Management
System which incorporates Council’s ISO:9000 (Quality),

1SO:14000 (Environment) and AS/NZS:4801 (OH&S)
Management Systems for a further three years.

Received National Excellence in eGovernment Award.

In the area of Environmental Sustainability, ‘OurRiver’
project in collaboration with other Councils, we have
received the following Awards:

4+ 2010 Department of Environment, Climate Change and
Water Green Globe Local Government Sustainability
Award.

+ Highly commended — Grundfos Water Conservation
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Award Category of Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable
Cities Award.

4+ Local Government and Shires Association award in
Natural Environment Policies, Planning and Decision
Making category.

2. Serving our Community’s Needs

2010/11 saw Council continue to respond to the needs of our
local community.

To cater to our visually impaired residents, our community
newsletter — Rockdale Review — is printed in large text and
audio CD formats.

More than 40 videos were produced in-house, providing
our community with highlights of events, promoting local
businesses and our City.

Council gave the future of our City a chance to be involved by
establishing the Rockdale Youth Council.

A partnership developed with the YMCA at the Bexley
Swimming Centre to provide programs for our community.

The third annual St George and Sutherland Employment
and Training Expo linked migrants to representatives from
employment, recruitment and training service providers.
Council sponsored the event.

Council’s libraries have been a strength in our Community with
the Bexley Library celebrating its 50th Anniversary.

Council engaged in collaborative partnerships with local
schools for book week activities; a partnership was developed
with the St George and Sutherland Community College for
English literacy projects; a partnership with Al Zahra Women's
Association for Ramadan celebrations at Arncliffe; a partnership
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with the Bengali Community to provide a Bengali Festival; and
a partnership with the St George Migrant Resource Centre for
Migrant Information Day.

3. Community Activities

Council creates regular events to encourage visitors to our
City and engage with our community.

Food ‘n’ Groove 2010

The first annual Food ‘n” Groove held at Bexley Park was a
spectacular afternoon of colour, movement and festivities.

City of Rockdale - Business Excellence Awards

The Annual Business Excellence Awards recognised the
contribution businesses make to the City.

Bangla Festival

Rockdale City’s inaugural Bangla Festival was attended by the
High Commissioner for Bangladesh.

Chinese New Year Celebrations

Chinese New Year was celebrated across our City with
colourful and flamboyant displays and a strong community
involvement.

Christmas, New Year’s Eve and Australia Day

Christmas celebrations were hosted in a number of our
suburbs. The celebrations included Christmas tree lightings,
carols and activities for the children. Council’s annual New
Year’s Eve fireworks attracted around 60,000 people and
continues to grow in popularity each year. Australia Day is
held each year at Peter Depena Reserve, Dolls Point, on
historic Botany Bay and is always popular with residents.



4. Improving Facilities in our Community

Council completed the upgrade of vital town centres: Bay
Street, Brighton Le Sands and Bexley North. The work was
completed using funds from Federal Government grants,
totalling $4.8 million under the Regional and Local Community
Infrastructure Program, administered by the Department of
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government.

Council extended the cycleway network, constructing the
following cycleways:

4+ 400m long recreational cycleway through Cook Park
Kyeemagh.

4+ 400m long commuter cycleway through Cook Park
Kyeemagh.

4+ 340m long recreational cycleway through Cook Park
Monterey.

4+ 100m long recreational cycleway through the Kyeemagh
Boat Ramp Reserve Kyeemagh.

The Kyeemagh Boat Ramp precinct has been given a new
lease on life thanks to a joint Council, NSW Maritime and
NSW Department of Planning project. Improvements to this
vital community asset will help it cope with the increasing
patronage.

5. A Safer City

In summary $274,582 was spent on the Safer City Program in
the 2010/11 financial year. This was funded by the Community
Safety Levy.

The majority of the levy was spent on community safety and
vandalism management ($152,067) with the remainder funding
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the graffiti removal and provision of CCTV ($14,199) programs.
Graffiti Management

Council adopted a zero tolerance policy on graffiti and
continues to use its rapid removal strategy. Over 5434 square
metres of graffiti was removed.

CCTV

Council developed Operation Eradicate in partnership with the
NSW Police Force which uses a system of rapid deployment
cameras into hot-spots in order to stop illegal dumping and
other related criminal activity.

Community Safety and Education

Council staff continued to provide community safety audits
and advice to citizens on business and personal safety.

6. Helping the Environment

Council promoted and encouraged community participation

in a number of community activities including: the opening

of Gilchrist Park Rain Garden and community planting

day; community workshop for the Wolli Creek Riparian
Management Plan; together with Rockdale businesses hosted
the National Ride to Work day breakfast; Wetland tours, a bird
watching breakfast and Science of the Surf forum; launching
of Stotts Reserve volunteer Bushcare group; Bardwell Valley
open day; and contribution to the final community celebration
of the formal completion and final report of the Cooks River
Sustainability Initiative.

Council’s School Waste Education program was conducted
at 21 schools in the Local Government Area, delivering 35
programs.

A review was undertaken of Council's Energy Savings Action
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Plan. This found that Council’s energy consumption at its top
10 sites decreased from the previous year.

7. Recreation and the Environment

With the aim of promoting sustainable transport, Council is
currently preparing a map called ‘On The Go’ which will
guide the community on how to get around the City without
using a car.

In 2010/11 Council, in conjunction with Kogarah City Council,
undertook a study to develop an east-west cycleway network
linking Botany Bay to Oatley Park.

8. Council Administration

Council released the Rockdale City Plan 2011-2025. This is
our vision for our City.

The Draft Rockdale Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and

draft Rockdale Development Control Plan (DCP) was

put up for extensive community engagement and then formally
lodged with The Department of Planning and Infrastructure

NSW.

These two documents have been based on analysis of
development trends and to reflect our ever changing City and
its community. There may be changes that affect where you
live, work and play.

Council developed an online planning portal which contains a
variety of information including development application (DA)
processes and requirements, the Local Environmental Plan
and Development Controls, and DA planning advice.
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9. Financial report

B GM's Office and

10,429

P
Expenditure 13,759 2,603
18,796 '
“ I 21,321

6,094

Bl City Planning & Development

5,260‘
Rates

B Domestic Waste
Charges

12’95(‘

(

<

11,974

Governance B Waste Management Services
Bl City Administration B Unallocated Infrastructure
City Operations and Corporate Costs
] Capital Expenditure
\
p
Income 8,775
($°000)

36,815

B User Charges & Fees
B Grants & Contributions
Bl Other

13




CARDLS BY THE SEA

Carols by the Sea, fast becoming one of the favourite events
on the City of Rockdale’s calendar, saw families join together
on Saturday 3 December at Lady Robinsons Beach to
welcome in the Christmas season.

Kids with glowstix waving in the air and wearing Santa hats
sang along with carols and music provided by the Bay City
Church, Arncliffe Community Life Centre and the Ave Maria
Choir. The vivacious Monica Trapaga hosted and added to the
Christmas cheer by performing old favourites like Jingle Bells
and Frosty the Snowman.

Santa visited and the night ended with Mayor Bill Saravinovski,
Councillor Angelo Anestis and Monica Trapaga wishing all in
our City, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Thanks to our major sponsor, Commonwealth Bank.

A video of all our Christmas festivities will be on Council’s
website late December.
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Holiday Trading Hours

Council's Customer Service Centre will be closed from
1pm on Friday 23 December and will reopen at 8:30am on
Wednesday 28 December.

We will be closed on Monday 2 January for the public holiday.
Household garbage collection continues as normal.

LIBRARIES

Friday 23 December
All branches close at 1pm

Saturday 24 December
Rockdale: open 9am-1pm
Bexley North, Arncliffe and Sans Souci: open 10am-1pm

From Sunday 25 December to Tuesday 3 January

All branch libraries will be closed except Rockdale City Library
which will open Wednesday 28 December to Saturday 31
December, 9am-5pm.
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From Our Councillors

“Wishing you a joyous Christmas and a happy and peaceful New
Year from Angelo and Irini Anestis.”

Councillor Angelo Anestis
“Best wishes for the festive season. Our City has lots to enjoy at

this time of year. Whether you are home or away celebrating, may
it be a happy and safe Christmas period.”

Councillor Yvonne Bellamy

“My wish for the residents of Rockdale City and their families, a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

Councillor Peter Poulos

“Christmas is a time of giving and sharing. It is the time of

joy and happiness. Best wishes for now and for the coming year
from Shaoquett, Mika and son Joseph.”

The Hon. Councillor Shaoquett Moselmane MLC

“My wishes for a happy and peaceful Christmas time filled with
good will. All the best for this coming New Year.”

Councillor Jan Brennan

“I look forward to celebrating with you the Christmas season, our

work in the City of Rockdale still continues during this time. May
your Christmas lead to a prosperous and Happy New Year.”

Councillor Michael Nagi
“There are many reasons to celebrate; this is the season of peace

and justice for all. In the New Year let’s continue the work for the
things that matter in our community.”

Councillor Lesa De Leau

16



“Merry Christmas everyone. This is a time to reflect on all those
who have made a difference in our lives in the past, present and
future. Have a safe festive season.”

Councillor John La Mela
“This festive season, my warmest wishes to all.

It has been a pleasure representing you in 2011.
| wish you well as we spend time with our loved ones.”

Councillor Joe Awada
“To all in the community of Rockdale City, my best

wishes for a Happy Christmas. | am looking forward with you to a
happy and very healthy New Year.”

Councillor Liz Barlow
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. My thanks for making

our diverse community so special and allowing me to work for
you in our City.”

Councillor Judy Feeney

“I wish you a safe, happy and peaceful Christmas and a Happy
New Year.”

Councillor John Flowers VIP

“A very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year for all in the

City of Rockdale. As we head into the New Year let’s work together
to show our Community’s best face to the rest of Sydney.”

Councillor Shane O’Brien
“This year saw our community strengthened by your involvement

and support. All the best this festive season, the New Year will
see us into a prosperous future.”

Councillor James Macdonald
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It's a Knockout!

Bexley resident and current world champion boxer Billy

“The Kid’ Dib faced up to European Featherweight, Alberto
Servidei, in a recent World Featherweight match at
Homebush. The Rockdale Business Chamber sponsored a
table at the event. Lasting only one round, the fight ended with
a knockout.

Rockdale Business Chamber President Rami Abdullah said:
“Billy’s the Bruce Lee of Boxing”.

Local chamber member and businessman Steve Kamper
also watched the short bout and said: “Billy’s professionalism
and determination shows his world champion title is well-
deserved”.
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The Children’s Cancer Institute of Australia is being supported
in its work through the fundraising efforts of the Organisation

of Hellene and Hellene Cypriot Women of Australia (OEEGA).
Rockdale City Council presented OEEGA with a $5000 cheque
for the Children’s Cancer Institute of Australia.

L-R: Councillor Angelo Anestis, Mayor Bill Saravinovski,
Vicky Mar Syrios OEEGA NSW President, and Irini Anestis.

J

Celebrate Your Australia Day
ON THE SHORES OF BOTANY BAY

Thursday 26 January 2012, 8:15am — 1pm
Peter Depena Reserve, Russell Ave, Dolls Point

Enjoy a Community Sausage Sizzle and Free Family
Entertainment on the waterfront of Historical Botany Bay

N
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Safe Driving Season

Council’s Road Safety Officer
Sue Watson reminds us all
this holiday season, double
demerit points will apply for
all speeding, seatbelt and
helmet offences from Friday
23 December to Monday 2
January. Please drive safely
over the holiday period.

For information on Driver Reviver Stops, please visit the RTA
website at www.rta.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/

Summer is Here.
Get Out and About! ?ﬁz:;ﬂ;.zﬁssw’;:vz:

Summer is here and what

a perfect time to take
advantage of all that the

City of Rockdale has to offer
when it comes to starting an
exercise routine. Walk along
one of our many walking trails
or shared cycleways. Walking :
along Lady Robinsons Beach foreshore means you can also
use one of four different exercise stations provided by Council.

The Navy took four of our Councillors through exercise
routines at Lady Robinsons Beach. Why not watch the videos
for some ideas on how to use the free equipment.
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New Year's Eve Family Fireworks

\\ CONDITIONS

SATURDAY 31 DECEMBER 2011
SUNDAY 1 JANUARY 2012

9pm Fireworks Only
No Midnight Fireworks

Limited disabled parking will be available
on The Little Grand Parade NO

Council encourages the use of public transport
Affected Bus Services: 478 and 479

No alcohol permitted. Alcohol-free event

For more information and road closures visit
www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au

.

21



L-R: McDonald’s CEO Catriona Noble, Councillor John
Flowers MP and Mayor Bill Saravinovski supporting
McHappy Day at McDonald’s Rockdale on Saturday 12
November. McHappy Day raises much needed funding for
Ronald McDonald House Charities.

Summer Scenes

Council is calling on you to capture and share places, people
and moments in the City that reflect our lifestyle and culture.
Enter in ‘'Summer Scenes’, our photography and short film
competition and outdoor cinema event.

Select entries will be on display across the City and featured
as part of the Summer Scenes Outdoor Cinema Festival to
be held Saturdays night in March. Amateur and professional
photographers and filmmakers are welcome with judging
based on child, youth and open age categories.

Details on Council’'s website www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS

Discovery Point Cafe

Shop 3, Verge Building
8-10 Broadie Spark Drive
Wolli Creek, ph 9599 8558

This newest café to open in our
City is fast gaining a reputation
for its delicious food and friendly
atmosphere.

Watch videos of local businesses
and more, on Council’s website
www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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Watch these latest videos on www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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Community Events Calendar

Christmas Laneway Markets, King Street Place
When Fridays 16 & 23 December, 5pm - 8pm
Saturdays 17 & 24 December, 5pm - 8pm
Where King Street Place, Rockdale
Call Council’'s Town Centre Team 9562 1758

Sail Sydney — Botany Bay

Sailors of all ages competing on boats in all classes will be
participating in one of Sydney’s premier sailing events.
When Friday 16 - Sunday 18 December

Where Georges River 16 Foot Sailing Club
Sanoni Avenue, Dolls Point

Call Georges River 16 Foot Sailing Club 9529 3000

Town Centre Christmas Community BBQ

When Thursday 22 December, 5pm - 8pm
Where Alfred Street, Ramsgate Beach
Call Council’'s Town Centre Team 9562 1758

New Year’s Eve Fireworks Display

When Saturday 31 December, 9pm
Where Lady Robinsons Beach, Brighton Le Sands
Call Council’'s Customer Service Centre 9562 1666
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Rockdale Wetlands Tour

Dr Arthur White will conduct a free tour which visits various
wetland sites throughout the City of Rockdale.

When Saturday 21 January, 8am - 11am

Where Meeting place will be advised when booking

Call Environmental Project Officer Madeline Hourihan on
9562 1663 or mhourihan@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

Bird Watching, Rockdale Wetlands

Bird expert Andy Burton will lead a walk around Eve Street
and Landing Lights Wetlands followed by a light breakfast.
When Sunday 22 January, 7am - 9am

Where Meeting place will be advised when booking

Call Environmental Project Officer Madeline Hourihan on
9562 1663 or mhourihan@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

Australia Day

When Thursday 26 January, 8:15am Official Ceremony
10am - 1:30pm Family Entertainment

Where Peter Depena Reserve, Russell Avenue, Dolls Point

Call Council’'s Customer Service Centre 9562 1666

Pool to Pond Workshop

Convert your pool to an eco-friendly, cost-effective pond.
When Sunday 29 January, 1pm - 2:30pm
Where George Street Hall, Rockdale

Call Environmental Project Officer Madeline Hourihan on
9562 1663 or mhourihan@rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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Customer Service Centre

9562 1666

www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au

Council’s Customer Service Centre is open
on Saturdays from 9am to 1pm

This document contains important information about
Rockdale City Council. If you do not understand, please
visit Council's Customer Service Centre at 2 Bryant Street
Rockdale on Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 4.30pm.
Council Staff will be happy to arrange interpreter services
for you. You may also contact Telephone Interpreter
Services on 131 450 and ask them to ring Rockdale
City Council on 9562 1666 on your behalf.

This is a large print version of our regular Newsletter.

Bronze Award
2010

2 Bryant Street Rockdale NSW 2216
PO Box 21 Rockdale NSW 2216

Tel: 02 9562 1666 - Fax: 02 9562 1777
Email: rcc@rockdale.nsw.gov.au
DX 25308 Rockdale



